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BioticID 4193 4250

SpeciesName Echinus esculentus Mytilus edulis

ResearchedBy Dr Harvey Tyler‐Walters and Lizzie Tyler Lizzie Tyler

DataSuppliedBy MarLIN and University of Sheffield University of Sheffield

RefereedBy This information is not refereed. This information is not refereed.

Phylum Echinodermata Mollusca

Class Echinoidea Pelecypoda

Ordr Echinoida Mytiloida

Family Echinidae Mytilidae

Genus Echinus Mytilus

Species esculentus edulis

FoodType

Recorded feeding on; worms, barnacles 

(e.g. <i>Balanus</i> spp.), hydroids, 

tunicates, bryozoans (e.g. 

<i>Membranipora</i> spp.), 

macroalgae (e.g. <i>Laminaria</i> 

spp.), bottom material and detritus 

(reviewed by Lawrence 1975).

Bacteria, phytoplankton, detritus, and 

dissolved organic matter (DOM).

Size Medium(11‐20 cm) Medium(11‐20 cm)

Flexibility None (< 10 degrees) None (< 10 degrees)

Fragility Fragile Intermediate

Habit Free living Attached

Bioturbator Not relevant Not relevant

GrowthRate See additional information See additional information.

DispPotAdult 1km‐10km <10m

Dependency Independent Independent

Sociability Gregarious Gregarious

Regeneration 0 0

Toxic

LifeSpan 6‐10 years 21‐50 years

Maturity 1‐2 years 1‐2 years

GenerationTime 1‐2 years 1‐2 years

ReprodFreq Annual episodic Annual protracted

ReprodSeason Spring April to September

LarvalSettlePeriod See additional information

Fecundity 20000000

EggSize 75 &#181;m diameter

FertilizationType External External

DispPotLarvae >10km >10km

LarvalSettlingTime 1‐2 months 1‐6 months

ReprodLocation Water column Water column

BiogeographicRange Not researched Not researched

DepthRange 0 ‐ 1200 m

Migratory Non‐migratory / Resident Non‐migratory / Resident

http://www.iobis.org/

http://www.eol.org/ 

http://www.marlin.ac.uk/biotic/

http://www.genustraithandbook.org.uk

• Current literature
• Offline databases
• Text‐mining from historic 
literature

http://marinespecies.org/

What do we have, and how much of it?

eg:
• few comprehensive 
reviews of taxonomic 
coverage for trait data

• even for the best studied 
groups, coverage is low 
for all but a few traits

• digging this data out of 
scattered offline sources 
is labour intensive

demersal marine 
fauna of the 

United Kingdom

Where can we put it, and what 
can be done with it there?

Access to Marine Trait Data; What Next?
Jen Hammock, National Museum of Natural History, USA; www.eol.org; hammockj@si.edu


